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REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT — COMMUNITY SAFETY NETWORK 

271. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
The Liberal–National government has invested heavily in improving regional mobile communications. Can the 
minister please tell the house how this investment has improved community safety in regional areas? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for his question. I know that, as the issues of safety and better communication 
apply to his electorate, he has been batting strongly for the investments by this government and what we are 
trying to do to improve those outcomes. Essentially, the government has had a role in three projects for 
communications in the regions. The first project, which I have spoken about previously in this place, is the 
regional mobile communications project. An amount of $40 million has delivered 113 mobile phone towers, and 
there is another $45 million in the budget to expand that by 85 towers. That is already known to the house. What 
is less known is that just over $94 million of royalties for regions funds has been put towards a community safety 
network. It is a digital radio network that allows WA Police and the Department of Corrective Services to 
communicate on a secure network, and it has been rolled out across regional Western Australia. It has improved 
response times and has also improved the response to emergency situations. 
At a third level, the community emergency mobile communications project has allowed other communication 
groups to hang their communications equipment off the towers that are being built in certain regions, including 
the Warren-Blackwood area and the wheatbelt. I find it interesting that, historically, the mobile phone group 
built its mobile phone towers and put its communications equipment on those towers, but the emergency services 
communications towers were built somewhere else in the same area and their gear hung off those towers. 
The government has been able to coordinate those communications technologies so that they hang off the same 
towers and therefore some efficiencies are achieved as the project rolls out. That has meant that the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife, the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and WA Police can hang their equipment 
off the towers that have been built. 
A recent evaluation survey has been done on the emergency communications impact and what has happened, and 
that has been couched around the issues of relevance to the design objectives that have been set up, the 
efficiency of rolling out the network and the effectiveness of what has been put in place. It speaks volumes about 
what this government has done, how well it has done it and how well it has improved communications in 
regional Western Australia. Some of the comments about the community safety network include that it has 
greatly improved the quality and reliability of communications and it is bringing metropolitan-level 
communications to the regions. Police stations in the midwest and Pilbara have described improved platforms 
and equipment as miraculous and a game changer. Comments about the mobile communications include that it 
has undoubtedly increased mobile phone coverage available for the government and public use. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: That is right, member—and phone bills! The other comments are that it has increased the 
level of coordination of emergency services quite substantially, volunteers can be reached and mobilised, and 
people can report incidents much more easily. This survey indicates how well we have delivered 
communications to regional communities and that this government is saving lives in regional Western Australia. 
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